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in England, as appears from the Government Returns. The opera- 
tions of the Devon and Exeter Savings' Bank have been greatly 
facilitated by the co-operation of upwards of 130 Clergymen and 
Gentlemen in various parts of the county, who have undertaken 
to receive deposits each from his own neighbourhood, and to 
transmit them to Exeter for investment. 



December 15, 1834. 
Henry Hallam, Esq., F.R.S., Treasurer, in the Chair. 

A paper was begun, entitled, " Observations and Suggestions 
respecting the collection, concentration, and diffusion of Statis- 
tical Knowledge regarding the State of the Nation." By William 
Jacob, Esq., F.R.S. 

A paper " On the State of Parliamentary Representation in 
England and Wales," by T. Vardon, Esq., was then read. 

The House of Commons in 1831 contained 513 English mem- 
bers. These were reduced by the Reform Act to 500 : 56 
boroughs were wholly disfranchised, 30 were partially so by 
being deprived of one member, and the united borough of Wey- 
mouth and Melcombe Regis, which formerly returned four 
members, was deprived of two. Forty-three new Parliamentary 
boroughs were created, 22 to return two members, 21 to return 
one member, each. 

The disfranchised boroughs were those in which the sum of 
the two numbers, expressing their relative number of houses and 
relative amount of taxation, was the least. 

The Commissioners who reported on the limits of the boroughs 
to be settled by the Reform Act were instructed to ascertain 
whether or not each place contained as many as 300 inhabitants 
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occupying houses of the annual value of £10. If not, a neigh- 
bouring district was to be added sufficient for the purpose. 

The following classification shews the present number of Eng- 
lish members, and also the number of voters, registered in 1832, 
which exceeded by many thousands the number of those regis- 
tered in 1833. 

41 Counties (including the Isle of Wight as one) return 145 Members 

12 Counties (Wales) 15 

53 counties in England and Wales, retain 160 

190 Boroughs (England) returning 337 

13 Do. (Wales) 13 

203 340 

500 500 



Of the Counties, 

1 1 returning 13 Members had constituencies under 3000 

15 41 above 3000 & under 6000 

16 60 6000 10000 

11 46 10000 

53 160 

The smallest number of registered votes in 1832 was 146 at 
Thetford, which returns two members ; Reigate, returning one 
member had 152. 

Of the Boroughs, 

32 returning 44 Members had 146 & under 300 Voters. 

43 64 300 500 

67 94 500 1000 

51 96 1000 3000 

11 . .22 3000 6000 

9 20 6000 

203 340 



Of the nine boroughs with more than 6000 voters, five are 
metropolitan, — London, Westminster, Mary-le-bone, Finsbury 
and Tower Hamlets. The other four are, Bristol, Liverpool, Man- 
chester, and Preston. 

33 \ r^ntaiiiln 8 I I1054 re S isU ' rel1 voters return m Mem - or ' *° I 67 v »ters. 

6 7533 12 1 to 627 

20 13662 20 1 to 6S3 

7 Metropolitan 68S19 16 1 to 4301 

The total number in England and Wales is as under :— 

63 Counties containing 370,379 Electors return 160 Members or 1 to 2314 
203 Boroughs, &c 285,958 340 I to 841 
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Many persons are registered for more than one place in the 
same County or Borough, so that the actual number of persons 
having the elective franchise is less than 656,000. 

According to the census of 1831, the male population of En- 
gland and Wales of the age of twenty years and upwards, was 
3,394,690 — thus giving a proportion of one voter to every five 
male adults. 

The expense of registration of County votes has not been yet 
accurately ascertained. The expense of registering the votes of 
203 boroughs in 1832 was £10,512, averaging £52 in each. The 
greatest amount was £609 in the City of London ; the least 10*. 
for Great Marlow. The average expense on each borough voter 
thus appears to be about 9d. 

The amount of Returning Officers' charges to Candidates 
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For Counties and Divisions, was ,£26,996, averaging ,£333 to each J '" 
I' or Boroughs, &c 24,812, 122 Borough 

Total for England and Wales =£51,808 
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This is under the truth, for many Candidates undertook to pay- 
expenses, which do not appear in the general charge. 

Adding for these at an estimate, £5200, the whole legal ex- 
pense was £57008, averaging £114 for the return of each Mem- 
ber. 



